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EDUCATION:   
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M.A.  - University of Michigan - Sociology, 1982   
B.A.  - Stanford University - History, 1978 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:   
 
2005-present Co-Director of Training, Maryland Population Research Center 
 
2002-present Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Sociology 
 
1987-present  Assistant to Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, and Faculty Associate,  

Maryland Population Research Center (formerly the Center on Population, Gender 
and Social Inequality), The University of Maryland, College Park (tenure granted 
in 1993). 

 
1994-1995 Visiting Fellow, Population Studies Center, The Urban Institute, Washington, D.C. 
 
1986-1987     Research Associate, Carolina Population Center, The University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill   
 
1984-1986 Postdoctoral Fellow, Carolina Population Center, The University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill  
 
1982-1983  Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, The University of Michigan 
 
1980-1983  Research Assistant, The Population Studies Center, The University of Michigan 
  
1978-1980  Statistical Analyst, The Social Ecology Laboratory, Stanford Univ. Medical Center  
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AWARDS, HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS:   
Excellence in Teaching Award, College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, The University 
of Maryland, College Park, Spring, 2000. 

 
Summer Research Award, General Research Board of Graduate Studies and Research, 
The University of Maryland, College Park, Summer 1989. 

  
Scholarship Incentive Award, College of Behavioral and Social Science, The University of 
Maryland, College Park, Summer 1988 and Fall 1989. 

  
National Institutes of Health Postdoctoral Fellowship, The Carolina Population Center, 
The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1984-1986.   

  
National Institutes of Health Predoctoral Traineeship in Demography, The Population 
Studies Center, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1980-1984.   

 
RESEARCH AREAS        

Consequences of Family Change over the Life Course 
Health and Aging 
Fertility of Adolescents and Ethnic Minorities 

 
TEACHING AREAS 

Family Demography  Demographic Methods 
Fertility    Social Statistics  
Demography of Aging 
 

PUBLICATIONS:   
Joan R. Kahn and Leonard I. Pearlin. “Financial Strain over the Life course and health 
among Older Adults.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior, Vol 47 (March): 17–31. 
2006. 

 
Joan R. Kahn and Elena M. Fazio. “Economic Status over the Life Course and Racial 
Disparities in Health”  Journals of Gerontology: Social Sciences: Vol. 60B (Special Issue 
II):76-84, 2005. 

 
Joan R. Kahn. “Age-Sex Structure and Population Pyramids”. Forthcoming, Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Sociology. George Ritzer, (ed.)  Forthcoming. 
 
Livingston, Gretchen and Joan R. Kahn. AThe American Dream Unfulfilled: The Limited 
Mobility of Mexican Americans.@ Social Science Quarterly  83(4):1003-1012, 2002. 

  
Joan R. Kahn. Review of Fathers Under Fire: The Revolution in Child Support 
Enforcement, editted by Irwin Garfinkel, Sara McLanahan, Daniel Meyer and Judith 
Seltzer. Social Forces 78(2):823-824, 1999. 

 
Suzanne, Bianchi,  Lekha Subaiya and Joan R. Kahn. AThe Gender Gap in the Economic 
Well-being of Non-resident Fathers and Custodial Mothers.@ Demography 36(2):195-
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203, 1999. 
 

 
 
Joan R. Kahn and Leslie A. Whittington. "The labor supply of Latinas in the U.S.A.:  
Comparing labor force participation, wages and hours worked with Anglo and Black 
women."  Population Research and Population Review 15:45-73, 1996. 

 
 

Joan R. Kahn and Rosalind Berkowitz. "Sources of Support for Young Latino Mothers."  
The Urban Institute, Washington, D.C. 1995. 

 
Joan R. Kahn (with Nicole Clary and Yun-Chiao Kang), Profile of Maryland Women: 1980-
1990. Maryland Commission for Women, Department of Human Resources, Baltimore, 
MD. 1995. 
 
Joan R. Kahn and Leslie A. Whittington, "The Transition to Parenthood in Puerto Rico:  
Occupational Status and the Timing of First Births," Population Research and Population 
Review Vol. 13, No. 2, 1994. 

 
Kahn, Joan R., Hsiao-ye Yi and Johnny Blair. "The impact of sample design on estimates 
of demographic behavior." Proceedings of the Survey Methodology Section of the 
American Statistical Association, 1994. 

 
Kahn, Joan R. "Immigrant and native fertility during the 1980s: Adaptation and 
expectations for the future," International Migration Review 28(3):501-519. 1994. 

 
Kahn, Joan R. and Kay Anderson. "Intergenerational patterns of teenage fertility," 
Demography, 29(1):39-57 (1992). 

 
Kahn, Joan R. and Kathryn A. London. "Premarital sex and the risk of divorce," Journal 
of Marriage and the Family 53(4):845-855 (1991).  

 
Kahn, Joan R., Ronald R. Rindfuss and David K. Guilkey. "Adolescent contraceptive 
method choices" Demography 27(3):323-335 (1990). 

  
Kahn, Joan R., Shyam Thapa, and K.H.W. Gaminiratne.  "Sociodemographic 
determinants of contraceptive method choice in Sri Lanka:  1975-1982," Journal of 
Biosocial Science 11:1-21 (1989). 

 
Mason, William M. and Joan R. Kahn.  "Reply to O'Brien and Gwartney-Gibbs,"  American 
Sociological Review 54(3):480-484 (1989). 
 
Kahn, Joan R.  "Immigrant selectivity and fertility adaptation in the United States."  
Social Forces 67(1):108-128 (1988). 

 
Kahn, Joan R., William D. Kalsbeek, and Sandra L. Hofferth.  "National estimates of 
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teenage sexual activity:  Evaluating the comparability of three national surveys," 
Demography 25(2):189-204 (1988). 

 
 
Kahn, Joan R. and William M. Mason.  "Political alienation, cohort size and the Easterlin 
hypothesis,"  American Sociological Review 52(2):155-169 (1987).   

 
Hofferth, Sandra L., Joan R. Kahn, and Wendy Baldwin.  "Premarital sexual activity 
among teenage women over the past three decades,"  Family Planning Perspectives 
19(2):46-53 (1987). 

 
Kahn, Joan R. and J. Richard Udry.  "Marital coital frequency:  Unnoticed outliers and 
unspecified interactions lead to erroneous conclusions," Comment on Jasso 1985 ASR, 
American Sociological Review 51(4):734-737 (1986).   
Jones, Jo Ann, Joan R. Kahn, Allan M. Parnell, Ronald R. Rindfuss and C. Gray  
Swicegood.  "Nonmarital childbearing:  Diverging legal and social concerns,"  Population 
and Development Review, December (1985).   

  
David, Thomas G., Rudolf H. Moos, and Joan R. Kahn. "Community integration among 
elderly residents of sheltered care settings," American Journal of Community Psychology 
9(5):513-526 (1981).   

 
PRESENTATIONS: 

Nelson, Kyle Anne and Joan R. Kahn. “Does Place Matter? Metro Area Differences in the 
Gains to Human Capital for Hispanic Immigrants in the U.S.”  Poster presentation at the 
2006 annual meeting of the Population Association of America, Los Angeles, CA. Mar. 
30-Apr. 1, 2006. 

 
Kahn, Joan R. and Anthony Hatch. “ Life Course determinants of Racial Inequality at 
Older Ages.” Poster presentation at the 2005 annual meeting of the Population 
Association of America, Philadelphia, PA. Mar. 31-Apr. 2, 2005 

 
Kahn. Joan R. and Elena Fazio. “Economic Status over the Life Course and Racial 
Disparities in Health.”  Paper presented at the “Health Inequalities Over the Life Course,” 
Conference, Pennsylvania State University, June 6-7, 2004. 

 
Kahn. Joan R. and Elena Fazio. “Financial Hardship, the Accumulation of Wealth, and 
Health Disparities at Older Ages.”  Presented at the 2004 annual meeting of the 
Population Association of America, Boston, April 1-3, 2004. 
 
Kahn, Joan R.  “Life Course Determinants of Health Disparities at Older Ages.”  Poster 
presentation at the 2003 Annual meeting of the Population Association of America, 
Minneapolis, MN, May 1-3, 2003. 

 
 Kahn, Joan R. “The Impact of Financial Strain on Health Over the Life Course.” 

Presented at the 2002 annual meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Boston, 
Nov. 23-25, 2002. 
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Kahn, Joan R., Leonard Pearlin and Scott Schieman. AThe Impact of Chronic Financial 
Strain on the Health Status of Older Adults.@ Presented at the 2002 annual meeting of 
the Population Association of America, Atlanta, GA. May 9-11, 2002. 

 
Wu, Lijuan and Joan R. Kahn.  AContraceptive Use Under the "One-Child Policy": An 
Analysis of Institutional Effects. @ Presented at the 2002 annual meeting of the 
Population Association of America, Atlanta, GA. May 9-11, 2002. 

 
Kahn, Joan R., Suzanne Bianchi, Liana Sayer and Diana Elliot. ATrends and Differentials 
in Social Engagement Among Older Adults.@  Poster  presented at the 2000 annual 
meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Washington DC, Nov. 17-21. 

 
Weeks, Julie D. and Joan R. Kahn.  ARace and Subjective Health Among Elders: Have 
recent gains been equally shared within the population?@  Presented at the 2000 annual 
meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Washington DC, Nov. 17-21. 

 
He, Wan and Joan R. Kahn. AWhy is Chinese American Fertility So Low?@  Presented at 
the 2000 annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, DC, 
August 12-16. 

 
Weeks, Julie D. and Joan R. Kahn. AThe Impact of Family Change on the Perceived Well-
being of Older Americans.@ Presented at the 2000 annual meeting of the Population 
Association of America, Los Angeles, CA., March 23-25. 
Livingston, Gretchen and Joan R. Kahn. AThe American Dream Unfulfilled: The Limited 
Mobility of Mexican Americans.@  Presented at the 2000 annual meeting of the 
Population Association of America, Los Angeles, CA., March 23-25. 

 
Sayer, Liana, Joan R. Kahn and William W. Falk. AConsidering the Country Cousin: 
Determinants of Poverty for Rural and Urban Blacks and Whites.@  Presented at the 
1998 annual meeting of the Population Association of America, Chicago, IL. 

 
Joan R. Kahn, John Marcotte and Karen Maguire. "Immigration, Ethnicity and U.S. 
Fertility Trends: 1980-1990."  Presented at the conference, AEthnicity and Migration: 
Demographic & Economic Consequences,@ Brown University, Providence RI, April 18, 
1997. 

 
Joan R. Kahn,  John Marcotte and Karen Maguire. "The Impact of Immigration and 
Ethnicity on U.S. Fertility."  Presented at the 1997 annual meeting of the Population 
Association of America, Washington, D.C. 

 
Bianchi, Suzanne, Lekha Subaiya and Joan R. Kahn. "Women's economic independence 
within marriage and their relative well-being after separation: New data from couples."  
Presented at the 1997 annual meeting of the Population Association of America, 
Washington, D.C.  

 
Joan R. Kahn and Rosalind Berkowitz.  "Sources of Support for Young Latino Mothers."  
Poster presented at the 1996 annual meeting of the Population Association of America, 
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New Orleans, LA. 
 

Joan R. Kahn and Leslie A. Whittington. "The impact of ethnicity, immigration, and 
family structure on the labor supply of Latinas in the U.S."  Presented at the 1994 annual 
meeting of the Population Association of America, Miami, FL. 

   
Joan R. Kahn and Leslie A. Whittington. "The impact of family structure on labor supply 
among latinas in the U.S."  Presented at the PSID/LNPS Latino Workship, Ann Arbor, MI, 
September 25-26, 1993.   
 
Kahn, Joan R. and Harriet B. Presser. "The impact of female employment on sterilization 
decisions in Puerto Rico." Presented at the 1993 annual meeting of the Population 
Association of America, Cincinnati.  

   
Kahn, Joan R., Hsiao-ye Yi and Johnny Blair. "The impact of sample design on estimates 
of demographic behavior." Presented at the American Statistical Association 1993 Winter 
Conference, Fort Lauderdale, FL. 

 
London, Kathy A., Joan R. Kahn and Gladys Martinez. "Race, region, and family change." 
 Presented at the annual meeting of the Southern Demographic Association, Charleston, 
SC. 

 
Kahn, Joan R. and Leslie A. Whittington. "The transition to parenthood in Puerto Rico: 
Opportunity costs and the timing of first births during rapid development."  Presented at 
the 1992 meeting of the Population Association of America, Denver, CO. 

 
Kahn, Joan R. "Immigrant and native fertility in the U.S. during the 1980s."  Presented at 
the 1991 meeting of the Population Association of America, Wash., D.C. 

 
 

Kahn, Joan R. and Kay Anderson. "Intergenerational patterns of teenage fertility."  
Presented at the 1991 meeting of the Population Association of America, Wash., D.C.  

 
Kahn, Joan R., Ronald R. Rindfuss and David K. Guilkey. "Adolescent Contraceptive 
Method Choices."  Presented at the 1990 meeting of the Population Association of 
America, Toronto.  

 
Kahn, Joan R. and Kathy A. London.  "Premarital sex and the risk of divorce."  Presented 
at the 1989 meeting of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco. 

 
London, Kathy A., Joan R. Kahn, and William F. Pratt.  "Are daughters of divorced 
parents more likely to divorce as adults?"  Presented at the 1988 meeting of the 
Population Association of America, New Orleans. 

 
Kahn, Joan R., Amy Ong Tsui, and Shyam Thapa.  "The sociodemographic determinants 
of contraceptive method choice in Sri Lanka:  1975-1982." Presented at the 1987 
meeting of the Population Association of America, Chicago. 
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Kahn, Joan R. and Sandra L. Hofferth.  "Trends in teen sexual behavior over the past 
three decades."  Presented at the 1986 meeting of the Southern Regional Demographic 
Group, Baltimore.   

 
Kahn, Joan R.  "Immigrant selectivity and fertility adaptation in the United States."  
Presented at the 1986 meeting of the American Sociological Association, New York. 

 
Kahn, Joan R., William D. Kalsbeek, and Sandra L. Hofferth.  "National estimates of 
teenage sexual activity:  Evaluating the comparability of three national surveys."   
Presented at the 1986 meeting of the Population Association of America, San Francisco.   

 
Jones, Jo Ann, Joan R. Kahn, and Allan M. Parnell.  "New estimates of out-of-wedlock 
childbearing in the United States, 1968-1977:  What can we learn from the 1980 Current 
Population Survey?"  Presented at the 1985 meeting of the Population Association of 
America, Boston.   

 
GRANTS AND PROPOSALS:   

"Immigration, Fertility and the Future American Work Force," (Co-investigator), funded 
by the Social Security Administration from 2/95 to 10/97 ($170,000). 

 
"Work and family over the life course of Puerto Rican women," (Co-investigator), funded 
by NSF from 8/90 to 1/93 ($85,000). 

 
"Social determinants of teen contraceptive behavior," (Co-investigator), funded by 
NICHD from 9/86 to 8/88 ($230,000).   

 
"Trends and determinants of changes in the use of traditional contraceptive methods:  
Sri Lanka, 1975-1982," (Co-investigator), funded by Family Health International from 
5/86 to 9/86 ($15,000).   

 
 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
  Member, Population Association of America.  

Member, American Sociological Association.   
Member, Gerontological Society of America. 
Reviewer of manuscripts, American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, 

Demography,  Social Forces, and Social Science Quarterly. 
Editorial Board, Demography 
Chair, Local Arrangements Committee, Population Association of America (1997). 
Chair, Membership Committee, Population Association of America (1993-1996). 


